
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparation :         LESSON PLAN   

Please make sure the room is set up, with reading books on the tables, dvds are out, toys are out, etc from 

the Promised Land cupboard. Teachers to have name tags on. Welcome parents at the door, and please 

make sure the door is locked once all the children are in. It be would good to have someone at the door to 

make sure no kids escape. Children should arrive with name tags already on them from the registration 

table.  If it is a BIG GROUP Week take the children through to Throne Zone and help them to participate. 

                 STORY – (Luke 19:2) 

                 (Make large cardboard tree) 

                 Jesus and his friends were walking through the town of Jericho. Lots and lots of people came to see  

                 him and followed them. They crowded all around Jesus trying to get close to him. There was a man  

                called  Zacchaeus living there. Zacchaeus had lots and lots of money but it wasn’t all his. He had been  

                taking it from other people! Zacchaeus wanted to see who Jesus was. EVERYONE was talking about  

                Jesus. Zacchaeus went into town but he couldn’t see Jesus. Do you know why Zacchaeus couldn’t see  

                Jesus?  He was too SHORT. Zacchaeus was too short to see over all the people who were around Jesus.   

                He pushed and pushed to get through. He jumped and jumped to see over – But still he couldn’t see  

                                    Jesus. There were too many tall people in front of him. Suddenly Zacchaeus had an idea! “I’ll  

                                        climb a tree, then I’ll be able to see  Over all these tall people.” So Zacchaeus ran down    

                                          the road and found a great big tree – like this one. He climbed up and waited for Jesus to  

                                          walk past.  “Now I’ll see who Jesus is,” he said to himself.  When Jesus came past the  

                                        tree  Zacchaeus was in he looked up into the tree and said, “Zacchaeus, come down  

                                                           quickly, I want to visit you.” Zacchaeus was so excited! Jesus wanted to visit  

                                                         him. Jesus even knew his name!  Jesus went to Zacchaeus’s house and ate with  

                                                       him. Afterwards Zacchaeus said sorry to all the people he’d taken money from.  

                                                    He went and gave it all back. Jesus knew  Zacchaeus’s name. Jesus knows your  

                             name too:  He knows …… & ……  

                 Phase 4: Chant  - I may be short (crouch down).  

                                                 I may be tall (jump and reach up as far as possible). 

                                                 Jesus knows my name!  

                Phase 5: Activity Craft, toys or playdough - Colour in leaves for the tree.  Write each child’s  

                                                             name on their leaf. Stick all the leaves onto the tree. 

                    At the end everyones’ name is on the tree. Remind them: I may be short (crouch down). I may be tall  

                   (jump and reach up as far as possible). Jesus knows my name!If you have more time spend some        

                   more time singing.   Prepare more songs than you intend to use in advance. The sermon may  

                                                             be longer than you have prepared for.  

Give each child a piece of brown construction paper. Trace the child's 

forearm and outstretched hand onto the construction paper. Colour in the tree. 

 

    


